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Around the 15th century AD the theocratic spirit and the conservatism prevailed in Europe began to decline. Then starts life giving movement of the 15th century, called Renaissance. The great period of Renaissance is marked with the turn of the painting and the arts in general, to the man (humanism). The ancient Greek ideal of humanizing is placed again on a new basis.
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The Renaissance architecture emphasized the harmony and proportion. The stone was the main material. For the columns and decoration marble was used, while in the domes, bricks are preferred.

        
The influence of classical Greek antiquity becomes particularly evident in the pediments, the metopes, the friezes, the capitals, the columns, the pillars and the masks. It is strongly visible in columns. The architectural style of the columns affected by the Doric, Ionic and by the end of the Corinthian style.
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Important figures in the architecture of this period are the Leon Batista Alberti, Donato Angelo Bramante, Filippo Bruneleschi, Leonardo Da Vinci and Andrea Palladio. The designers are inspired by the Tuscan, Doric, Ionic, Corinthian style. The creations are characterized by simplicity and stunning beauty.

An excellent example of Renaissance architecture is the Cathedral of St. Peter in Rome, built with the encouragement of the Popes Julius II 'and Leo X' and designed by famous architects of the era, among them are Donat Bramante and Michelangelo.
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The first project was awarded to Donato di Angelo di Paskoutsio, called Bramante, a painter and architect from the North who had already built in Rome two great works, the cloisters of Santa Maria del Pacha and the chapel of San Pietro in Montorio. The Bramante perceived preferences of Julius II, and presented the plans of a giant building, 24,000 square meters, with a flattened dome (similar to the one that dominated the Pantheon) and Greek cross-shaped (four aisles with the same length).
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To decorate the interior of the future basilica, Julius II commissioned Michelangelo to build an enormous mausoleum. Pope del Rovers wanted to be buried in the center of St. Peter, as the Apostle, under a tomb worthy of ambitions on Earth.
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